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“‘all‘egatl‘on

But track and field chief - '.

admits SAA could have

handled Chmese athletes bet

FANYO-HINN
yohinn@mediacarp.com.sg
SINGAPORE — He took the stand on Mon-
day, and has so farrefuted all allegations
against the Singapore Athletic Association
(< & their ongoing trial against China-

bérwshot putter Luan Wei.

However, SAA president Lok Lin Kok,
63, did concede yesterday that the matter
could have been handled better,

Luan, 27, and his mother Zhang Ping are
seeking damages from the national sports
association (NSA) for the athlete’s loss of
opportunities in his education and athlet-
ics career as a result of his sacking by SAA
in 2004. They also claim the SAA reneged
on eight promises made in 1999, includ-
ing training allowances, English lessons,
enrolment in a university and Singapore
citizenship within a year of arrival.

On the issue of citizenship, plaintiffs’
counsel Edmond Pereira, in his six-and-
a-half hour cross-examination of Loh at
the Subordinate Courts yesterday, asked
wiiy 2 written agreement on what exactly
was expected of Luan was not drawn up,
particularly since the SAA had stressed per-
fermance and results were vital to applying
for citizenship for the thrower, where as a
cav” Luan would have to return to China
ifo  edto make the cut,

*We were inexperienced,” Loh toid the
court. "l agree and accept that in hindsight,
things could have been done better then,”

Although it was the first time the NSA
were recruiting athletes under the Re-
public's foreign sports talent scheme, Lok
admitted there should have been formal
documentation spelling out exact expecta-
tions of Luan when he met the parents of
the various throwers recruited, including
E Xiaoxu and Dong Enxin.

However, Loh took issue with Pereira's
description that he had acted “irresponsi-
bly”. “We acted to the best of our abilities,"
said Loh, who has helmed the SAA since
1982, except for a two-year peried from
2004-20086, "“There was no working paper
(atthat time) from the authorities, so it was
not easy for us to reduce it into writing.”

The veteran lawyer added that his as-
sociation had been “indulgent” towards
Luan, who apart from registering 17,17 me-
tres in May 2003, failed to throw beyond

We knew Luan Wej was 17 years
old when he arrived. How to place
him in the mainstream schools?
His English is poor, or none at all,
and not good enough for pre-uni-
versity, nor upper secondary. No
scheool here would accept him.

Loh, in response to questioning
regarding promises made to provide
Luan Wei with education here

Is there a good reason for me to
go out and bluff them over an
unaccomplished athlete at that
time? I was not anxious to bring
him (Luan Wei) in, I had two
others to chicose from. And if [
couwldn’t deliver, there would be a
big controversy.

Loh, on why he had no reason to lie to
Lvan Wei and his parents

17m since arriving here in 1999.

Pereira also described the SAA's lack of
a progression criteria to monitor Luan's de-
velopmerit as “shocking™. But Loh replied;
"We didn't have the luxury. (But) all of us
have an intimate knowledge of the sport,
so we know who are the potentials.”

He insisted he did not promise citizen-
ship to Luan “within a year” of the athlete
arriving in Singapore as such issues were up
to the authorities, and not him, to decide,

“It'd be crazy to do so because I'd be
putting my name and reputation and my
association at stake,” said Loh.

He also described allegations by the
NSA's former vice-president (training and
selection) Steven Lee, and former national
coach Guo Huaiyun, that promises were
made to Luan's parents, including a coaching
job for their son, as “serfous lies”, He said: “I
can only postulate that they were concocting
this as one is a disgruntled ex-official and the
other a disgruntied ex-employee.”

Loh also insisted the SAA's intention was
for the China-born athletes ta become fuli-
time athietes, and not enrol in mainsteeam
schools here, a claim Pereira is disputing.
Hearing for the civil suit continues today.
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